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Reproduction-of.Letter in Beachhead .News, 15 November J.54k.

T0

All Personnel.

1, Inasmacn as the distribution of the abuve paper ¢f the date named
was very Linllud dn <iotribution and great luterest was shown by all, the .etter
is reprocdaced hsrewivid

LIEUT. COLONEL GIVES BEACHHEAD NEWS HELL.

Tee Zaitors,
The Bzachnead News.

Sirs:

As an old beat-up, separate battalion, assigned enly to armies and laved
enly by ch,.that“has-foughtJnith'twomarmies,.been.with the Punjab Rifles, the
Poles, and the paratroopers, supported Britishers, New Zealanders, South Africans,
Goums, !shurkas and members of the National Christians Democratic Party, attachec
£ thne First Special Service Force, the Dutler Task Force, and other task forees
untii hell wen't have it, the press has only tipped its hat. (A phote o one of
our iank.s and some of the personnel did make the. front page of Yanx, bul it is
net in accord with WD regulations to permit the identificatien of separate unit .
or something like that). Our‘permanent limited service backe are singularly
free from the prints of any hot-patting hands. On the priority list for suppl;,
you »ill find us just below the 119th Mechanized Messkit Repair Company. But,

I don't inbtend to state the case of the forgotten battalions....the pure anguish

of the whole thing would crush your heart.

It is in the interests of accurate journalism that I hurl this blurb at
you: in a column one, page two Beachhez2d News, October 15th edition, you state
that a Pfc fired the opening round of this campaign. Thi.s is just tcs much.
Weive had is. It just wouldn't be fair to the Pfc if he were allowed 1o go
throuzn 1ife and 17 American Legion smokers prefacing each remcrk with-'Now,
waon 3 +ived the first round in Southern France-' Tne fact is thav numerous
Pf.. =na ocher ranks of this unit had fired hundreds oi rounds, befocre any
other ariiliery was in position to shoot-on its particular beach, whicn was
Grecii. ]

Ve shall go manfully on, bearing our great crose, with the unshakeable
conviciion that Truth Cryshed $o Earth Shall Rise Again.

Respectfully,
JOHN SHANKLIN, III
Lt Jcl 95rd FA
(ED. NOTE: Truth crushed to earth hereby rises.)

A1l personnel will be given the opportunity cf reading this copy.

+f s woseibla a copy will be distributed to those dzsieri*( to keen one,

Cencorenip fuorbids ths sending home of this lciver. B i

BY ORDER OF LT, GOL SHANKLIN, III. Mo Ho VANV
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Capt. I and b Ufricer.
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Thrusday
June 28, I945
My Dearest Judy,

Today we received our Px rations the first in
over two weeks and this time T received the most
candy bars at one time for = totsl of nine c' ocmlate
bars five of them being Wilkv Wavs =nd gee how T
love them., I think I11 ready get fat now.

The other day I informed vou that a few men will
be leaving the outfit in a couple of days. Those
felldws with low points, but now the story is
different as all the men that are uneligible for the
Pacific are sche’uled to leave. Thats the Arﬁy
changes from one minute to the next. Im postive
that a list of all the low points men wexe was
prep=red but a new list has to be make up now of
all the men with hicsh points. One thing that Im
sure of and that is their is 2oing to be a shipment
Sunday,either of high noint men or low points men,
Here is how I know, for one a butiet ion has bheen
posted of what the men will take with them when
leaving the outfit and secondly men from the other
companies in my battslion heve alresdy been notifieq
that they will be leaving Sunday. Pirst the men wi
that have under 80 points were notified in the other
compenies and later the order was changed to the men

who had over 85 points therefore T ficure that u"less




Page Two
+he order is chenged once more the men with th

‘high points will be devaring from the unit and

T will probable he 2ncludsd in the list. If I leave
also darling I dont think that its going to be a
bad deal ss the men that I11l be lesving with
certainly ¥® wont be shipped to a ouffit that is
scheduled to be redeployed to the Pacific. Either
way it turns out Im very anxious and curious to
know %R exactly what is zoinz to happen. I just
cant wait until Sundasy. Can vou blame me?

Had a relexing day tod=y as I was suppose 1o
take one hundred Krauts on 2 ro=d march insteﬂd.of
I going on gusrd duty but do to the cloudy we=sther
the march was c-ncelled. Thank goodness., for that
as T would be getting the work out as well =s the
German soldiers., not that I could use a little

excercising.
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